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Story: Jeanne Willis and Tony Ross: Boa’s Bad Birthday 

It was Boa’s birthday and his friends brought him interesting presents. However, there appear to be mixed 
feelings, was Boa happy or sad? And why? The story gradually reveals whether this year was the best or worst 
birthday for Boa.

Reference: 

Ross, R., Willis, J. (2014). Boa’s Bad Birthday. Andersen Press Ltd.

Learning objectives:

• Learning new adjectives and using them in the right context, e.g., disappointed, enormous, kind, mad, neat, 
rude, suitable, useful, wonderful

• Understanding Simple Past Tense and using the regular and irregular past forms correctly, e.g. hoped, 
invited, looked, arrived, wanted, insisted, kicked, rained, sprouted, suited, played, waited, opened, thanked, 
was, were, would, had, said, kept, thought, grew.

• Developing the ability to identify and produce the pronunciation of the ‘-ed’ ending of regular verbs in the 
simple past tense: /d/, /t/, /ɪd/ correctly.


